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Workshop Synopsis 
 

1.  Opening Comments 
 
Before starting to machine rod components in the lathe, be sure to become acquainted 
with basic machinist lathe working skills.  Seek the advice of a known competent 
individual.  Take a course at your local adult education center or trade school.  Read 
texts intended to teach these skills and practice them before attempting to make parts 
for use on rods.  In short, be informed.  An engine lathe can injure you before you know 
what is happening.   
 
Be sure to always wear your safety glasses.   
 
Sharp tools not only produce better work with less effort but also are safer to use.  Learn 
what sharp tools look like. Learn how proper tools are ground.   
 
Keep you hair and clothes under control when near rotating machinery.  The lathe does 
not care if you are just going to “make one cut”.  It will STILL grab your hair or loose 
clothing and pull you into the rotating work.   
 
If you are not using the lathe, shut it off. 
 
Never leave a chuck key in the chuck after tightening work into the jaws.  A key thrown 
by a lathe can blind you or severely injure you.  It is at the very least the behavior of a 
rank amateur who has no business even being near an engine lathe.   
 
If you truly pursue craftsmanship, you are obliged to know your tools, cutters and 
machinery.   
 
 
2.  Workshop content 
 
The following pages describe the making of reel seat hardware from drawn cups.  It is 
just one method of making such parts and is presented here as it is the method I employ 
on my own shop.  Certainly one may turn such parts from solid bar or tube and enjoy 
success.  I prefer the cup method as it requires far less time on machine.   
 
Among the following pages are: 
     
    The drawn cup blank and finished part machining guidelines. 
    Insert blank and turned mortise tools 
    Machining process sketches. 
    Tools and workholding fixtures. 
 
 
3.  Questions and review. 



 

Rodmakers Findings TM 

 
Rodmakers Findings TM are economical drawn metal cups and semi-finished parts from which 
fishing rod reel seat components may be constructed.   
 
Rodmakers Findings TM permit the rod craftsman with his own machining capability the opportunity to 
form a reel seat to suit his own view of style and functionality.  Using a basic part, a simple drawn cup or 
a semi-finished component, numerous options may be had merely by making changes to machining and 
the position of the part in the reel seat assembly.  Style and decoration is entirely under the control of 
the rodmaker.  Rodmakers findings TM are made from 18% nickel silver, aluminum or jewelers bronze. 
 

 
 

A web catalog is available at: http://brooksiderod.tripod.com/components.htm 
 

The Brookside Rod Co. 
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